New isoxazole derivatives of retinoids: synthesis and activity on growth and differentiation of tumor cells.
The effects of several newly synthesized isoxazole analogues of retinoids on differentiation and proliferation of 'in vitro' cultured tumor cell lines are reported. Some of the tested compounds exhibit significative differentiating action, inducing adipogenic conversion of the Chinese hamster FH06T1-1 cell line in a range of 2-10 times the activity of retinoic acid and retinol. In addition, most of the compound tested display antiproliferative activity comparable to that of natural retinoids. The reported data could be of interest for experimental anticancer therapy.